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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable BILL 
NELSON, a Senator from the State of 
Florida. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
God of mystery and clarity, open our 

eyes to see the unexpected ways You 
come to us. Reveal to us Your presence 
in the beauties of nature, in the prom-
ises of sacred Scriptures, and in the 
challenges that deepen our dependence 
on You. 

Manifest Your purposes to our Sen-
ators. Make clear Your plans to them 
and infuse them with confidence in 
Your power. Inspire them to use their 
talents as instruments of liberation 
and healing. Keep them purposeful and 
expectant so they will experience a 
deeper friendship with You in the liv-
ing of their days. We pray in Your abid-
ing Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable BILL NELSON led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, February 13, 2007. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BILL NELSON, a Sen-

ator from the State of Florida, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. NELSON thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the Senate 
will be in morning business until 12:30, 
at which time we will recess for our 
conference work. All time during this 
period is equally divided and controlled 
between the two leaders or their des-
ignees. 

Members of the Committee on Appro-
priations will be speaking this morning 
with respect to the continuing funding 
resolution. It is my understanding that 
the chairman of the Committee on Ap-
propriations, Senator BYRD, will be 
here to speak shortly. The Senate will 
be in recess from 12:30 to 2:15 today, 
and when we reconvene at 2:15, we have 
15 minutes remaining for debate prior 
to the 2:30 cloture vote on the con-
tinuing funding resolution, H.J. Res. 
20. As a reminder, Senators have until 
12 noon to file second-degree amend-
ments to the resolution. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

A PRODUCTIVE WEEK 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I do not have an 
opening statement. I indicate to the 
majority leader that we had a good dis-
cussion yesterday about the agenda 

ahead, not only for the balance of the 
week but upon our return, and look 
forward to having a very productive 
week, including the confirmation of 
some judges tomorrow or the next day. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will now be a period for the transaction 
of morning business, with Senators 
permitted to speak therein and with 
the time equally divided between the 
two leaders or their designees. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum and ask unanimous 
consent that the time be equally 
charged to each side. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I want 
to spend a few minutes talking about 
the importance of what we are doing 
with this bill and why amendments 
ought to be allowed in order. I have a 
very specific amendment I have filed 
that has to do with health care in this 
country. Basically, it has to do with 
the health care of the most vulnerable 
in this country, babies. 

In the early 1980s, an epidemic of an 
unknown virus started in this country. 
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